


What is a giving circle?

• Members pool their donations

• Donors decide where the money goes

• Social and/or learning aspect  
   



    How many are there?

2018 global estimates:  
426 circles outside the US
$45.74 million in grants
42,200 members 

Thanks to: Bearman, J. and Franklin, J. Global Giving Circles

https://search.issuelab.org/resource/global-giving-circles.html


It’s a growing movement

Thanks to: Loson-Ceballos, A., & Layton, M. D. (2024). In abundance: An 
analysis of the thriving landscape of collective giving in the U.S. Dorothy A. 
Johnson Center for Philanthropy at Grand Valley State University and 
Philanthropy Together

https://johnsoncenter.org/2023-us-collective-giving-research-initiative/
https://johnsoncenter.org/2023-us-collective-giving-research-initiative/
https://johnsoncenter.org/2023-us-collective-giving-research-initiative/
https://johnsoncenter.org/2023-us-collective-giving-research-initiative/


      Rise in collaboration



Long history

Image: https://medium.com/@raundtablez/rotating-savings-groups-different-
name-same-benefit-608b453301d1



    They vary – a lot

Thanks to: Bearman, J. and Franklin, J. Global Giving Circles

https://search.issuelab.org/resource/global-giving-circles.html


Are often women-led

“Among group leaders, 84% reported 
that more than half of their 
membership consisted of women: 
with 60% of groups entirely 
composed of women.”

Thanks to: Loson-Ceballos, A., & Layton, M. D. (2024). In abundance: An 
analysis of the thriving landscape of collective giving in the U.S. Dorothy 
A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy at Grand Valley State University and 
Philanthropy Together.

https://johnsoncenter.org/2023-us-collective-giving-research-initiative/
https://johnsoncenter.org/2023-us-collective-giving-research-initiative/
https://johnsoncenter.org/2023-us-collective-giving-research-initiative/
https://johnsoncenter.org/2023-us-collective-giving-research-initiative/


    Many benefits

• Give more
• Give more strategically
• Give to more progressive causes
• Engaged in the community
• Increase their knowledge

Thanks to: Eikenberry, A., Bearman, J., Han, H., Brown, M. and Jensen, C. 
(2009) The Impact of Giving Together: Giving Circles’ Influence on 
Members’ Philanthropic and Civic Behaviors, Knowledge and Attitudes, 
Public Administration Faculty Publications
.

https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1043&context=pubadfacpub
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1043&context=pubadfacpub
https://digitalcommons.unomaha.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1043&context=pubadfacpub


Wider benefits

• Encourage new donors
• Increase diversity
• Normalise giving
• Educate philanthropists
• Increase the effectiveness of giving

Thanks to: Eikenberry, A. (2016) Could giving circles rebuild philanthropy 
form the bottom up?; Eikenberry, A. and Breeze, B. (2015) Growing 
philanthropy through collaboration: the landscape of giving circles in the 
United Kingdom and Ireland, Voluntary Sector Review

https://nonprofitquarterly.org/could-giving-circles-rebuild-philanthropy-from-the-bottom-up/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/could-giving-circles-rebuild-philanthropy-from-the-bottom-up/
https://research.kent.ac.uk/philanthropy/wp-content/uploads/sites/2278/2019/06/growing_philanthropy.pdf
https://research.kent.ac.uk/philanthropy/wp-content/uploads/sites/2278/2019/06/growing_philanthropy.pdf
https://research.kent.ac.uk/philanthropy/wp-content/uploads/sites/2278/2019/06/growing_philanthropy.pdf


    Democratising

“We do not have to wait for the large 
foundations or wealthy individuals to 
make the gift; we can come together 
and do it ourselves as a collective and 
have a good time doing it.”

Thanks to: Rob Meiksins quoted in Layton, M. (2021) Giving Circles: A Way 
Forward for Democratizing Philanthropy. Dorothy A. Johnson Center on 
Philanthropy, Grand Valley State University.
Image - Valaida Fullwood in Tarisai Jangan (2021) Sister, brother- or just 
someone who cares. How Giving Circles celebrate the power of giving and 
reclaim what it means to be a donor

https://johnsoncenter.org/blog/giving-circles-a-way-forward-for-democratizing-philanthropy/
https://johnsoncenter.org/blog/giving-circles-a-way-forward-for-democratizing-philanthropy/
https://johnsoncenter.org/blog/giving-circles-a-way-forward-for-democratizing-philanthropy/
https://globalfundcommunityfoundations.org/resources/sister-brother-or-just-someone-who-cares-how-giving-circles-celebrate-the-power-of-giving-and-reclaim-what-it-means-to-be-a-donor/
https://globalfundcommunityfoundations.org/resources/sister-brother-or-just-someone-who-cares-how-giving-circles-celebrate-the-power-of-giving-and-reclaim-what-it-means-to-be-a-donor/
https://globalfundcommunityfoundations.org/resources/sister-brother-or-just-someone-who-cares-how-giving-circles-celebrate-the-power-of-giving-and-reclaim-what-it-means-to-be-a-donor/


Why start a giving circle?

Thanks to: Philanthropy Together





• Each member gives £25 each month (or £20 
plus Gift Aid) to build our collective grant pot 
so we can award one main grant together each 
year and two smaller grants - currently 
£15,000 and £4,000

• Each member votes to choose the grant-
making theme each year and votes on which 
organisation will receive the main grant

• 2024 theme: 'Increasing the resilience of 
women and/or girls facing barriers such as 
health issues, mental health difficulties, 
poverty, or addiction'





• Potluck Picnic events every two-three months
• Insight events, walks
• Annual Grants Award Evening



Together, Bath Women's Fund members have now 

given grants of £77,500 to twelve local groups:

In June, we will award our next three grants, 
bringing our collective giving to over £100,000



Key resources

philanthropytogether.org
- resources
- directory
-  training
- We give summit



Key resources
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